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a considerable amount, of necrosis of the broast tissue occur as the
result of this lesion, and iho structural outlines of the dead tissue
may bo maintained for a considerable period of time. As in other
parts, a gumma may undergo librons contraction, There is little
doubt that primary local librosis of tho broaNt may bo produced by
syphilis, but unless gumrnatous cubango also bo present, there is no
moans by which its nature can bo definitely recognised, unless, of
course, by Iho finding of spiroeluclos.
Actinomycosis. A few cases of thin infection have been recorded,
but iho condition us very rare. Jfc has been known to extend to the
broant through tho ehest wall from the pleura,.
Hyperplasf ic CysSHc Disease. Thin seems a suitable torm for
condition** in which there is a. rotnarkablo variety of epithelial changes,
both mota.plastio and hyporplaHtio, ofton associated with cyst forma-
tion. In wotno canes cyst formation, in otbors ojutlu^lial hyperplasia
in th(* prominont. foai.uro ; and tbo proportion of thowo changes may
vary in tlifToronl parts of tbo same breast. The term which we have
used eormspowLs in a general way with w/rw/A',s' chronica cystica,
'Sohiiutnolbuwirs <Jis<uis<i/ and \<\wcytitiphoroMft dwquaniative epithelial
Itij'liwplauin ol'('boatl(k, rI1h(^ condition in aJwo Mpokon of an wmlopathy,
a tonti wbi<'b is convenient but actually of too comprehensive sig-
nificance, It may bo conveniently described as occurring in two
forms, *i. generalised and a. localised.
The gGnwaliMd typo occurs most frequently in childless women
and is often associated with menstrual disturbance ; it tends to be
progressive. Starting locally, it comes to affect tho breast generally,
and both breasts may bo involved, sometimes simultaneously. The
connective tissue in tho affected parts is firmer in consistence and
has a coarnc or somewhat nodular character to tho touch ; and, on
Motion, small cysts of varying si/,o are present in tho indurated
lobules, Tho cystn are usually smaller than a pea, often quite rcnnute
and arranged in clusters, and tho breast may bo studded with them,
Occasionally one or more may roach a largo sixe. Their contents are
a somewhat thin muooid fluid which vat-ion in colour.
On microscopic examination tho structural features are found to
bo of groat variety, but they may bo arranged under the following
threw headings, via. (a) cyst formation, (/>) epithelial hyperplasia,
and (c) iibroHw. Cyst formation begins by dilatation of duets, though
acini alno bocomo implicated, ,It appoarw to dopend upon an abnormal
gticrotion by tho epithelial lining, though subsequent obliteration of
diKjts may play a part; ifc is a({(i-ornpanied by proliferation and
dosquarnation of (u^llsaud also by metaplasia, a not uncommon example
of tho latter being an increase in tho ste of tho cells attended by
feathery appoaranea and increased ooHinophilia of the protoplasm/
Some writers regard thiB txwinoyhil opitlioliuin as a homologue of apo-
crino sweat-gland opitholwm, and tho result of metaplasia, Certainly,
we have been able, to traw tnuwitions botwoou it and tho ordinary